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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


CoMMUNICATIONS. 


OBSTETRICAL REMINISCENCES. 
By F. K. Bamsy, M. D. 
Of Knoxville, Tenn. 
Vv. 


In calling to mind the clinical scenes of 
“other days,” it is natural to review methods 
of treating abnormal conditions. 

Morbid appearances have, in all stages and 
periods in the history of medicine, been simi- 
lar. 

The plan of cure has varied at different 
times. In no department has practice been 
more fluctuating than in midwifery. It is pro- 
posed to make some observations in this con- 
nection upon the subject of 

BLOOD-LETTING IN OBSTETRICS. 

In the text books published previous to 
1830, venesection was prominent as a reme- 
dial measure. To quote a common expression, 
“doctors bled for everything,”’ and especially 
during pregnancy. It was considered hereti- 
tal in theory, and almost criminal in practice, 
withhold the lancet. Medical men not 
oly regarded it imperative to bleed under 
certain circumstances, but patients and their 
a looked upon the subject in the same 


One-third of a century ago I commenced 
Practice in a newly settled region of one of 
the Western States. The population was 
wade up principally of young people who had 
‘moved thither in order to create homes. 

Obstetrical practice consequently occurred 
«mong the hearty and robust. Such subjects 
generally, on becoming pregnant, complained 
headache or other pains referrable to de- 





terminations of blood. Faintness, dizziness, 
and nausea attended nearly every case. On 
an appeal to DEWEES, VELPEAU or DENMAN 
bleeding was found a leading remedy, and the 
suggestion was generally followed. So com- 
mon was the practice and so general the ex- 
pectation on the part of the people that on 
arriving at the bedside, after being summoned, 
a bowl and bandage were invariably found in 
readiness. 


It is not strange that, with the sanction and 
teaching of the best authorities, and such a 
state of public sentiment and expectation, that 
the young practitioner should be free with 
his lancet. More than this, too, it was found 
that bleeding was followed with relief of the 
symptoms complained of in pregnancy in a 
majority of cases. On the suspension of a 
sanguineous flow, which had become a monthly 
habit for years, disturbance naturally results, 
because a determination to the pelvic organs 
still recurs at the same interval, purely from 
force of habit. 

Hence, a small bleeding at the “ period” 
was generally practiced till after quickening, 
with decided benefit. 

As mentioned by Pror. BARKER in his 
lecture, published in No. 1, January 7, 1871, 
of the REPORTER, I have often met with 
cases in which the time for “feeling motion” 
had come, without that sensation being ex- 
perienced, when, on opening a vein, before 
the blood had flowed to the amount of three 
ounces the unmistakable and welcome feel- 
ing would occur so suddenly as to cause the 
patient to start from her seat. In the more 
robust subjects bleeding was employed in 
every variety of abtiormal action found in 
pregnancy. 

It was deemed necessary, in order to obviate 
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uterine pain in the early months and the 
later, and to thwart the tendency to abortion 
or premature labor. Accidents of this kind 
were less the result of cervical disease twenty 
or thirty years ago than at the present day. 
But it was particularly in the lying-in-room 
that venesection was employed in years long 
past. In healthy primipare the preliminary 
“pains were often distressing and unremitting. 
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Tt was common to find a burning fever, full | ground in the opposite direction. How much ‘ 
with jactitation and general pain. Bleeding | practice we do not know, but we do know 


from a wide orifice with the patient in a sit- 
ting posture soon allayed those symptoms, and 
after a short time labor would progress favor- 
ably. In cases attended with a rigid os and 
perineum, bleeding, ad deliqguium was happy 
in its effects. 

Few women who commenced child-bearing 
previous to 1845 can be found whose arms do 
not show marks of the lancet. 

But in order to fully appreciate the benefit 
of this procedure, it was necessary to resort 
to it before weariness had occurred, and ex- 
haustion had succeeded over-action. 


Within the circle of my own practice, and 
that of others, blood-letting began to wane be- 
fore 1850. As a result of causes which cannot 
be discussed in this paper, a change of diathe- 
sis began to obtain. Gradually, from a sthenic 
condition, one of asthenia succeeded. 

Instead ofthe sanguine, we found nervous 
complications and conditions, requiring a dif- 
ferent course of treatment. 

To illustrate how venesection was tolerated 
under some circumstances, and not admissible 
in others, I will remark that, while in the 
palmiest days of the lancet it was most useful 
during labor, it was never under my obser- 
vation employed after the completion of 
that process. The shock caused by partu- 
rition so reduced vital energy that even in 
puerperal fever, or other unfavorable contin- 
gencies, loss of blood could not be tolerated. 

I scarcely remember a case ip which blood- 
letting did not result badly in puerperal fever. 
This fact I soon discovered, and acted accor- 
dingly, while some of my contemporaries ad- 
hered to the practice with, as I thought, bad 
results. The younger members of the profes- 
sion, in these days, can hardly appreciate the 
pressure of public sentiment in favor of blood- 
letting thirty years ago, and how difficult it 
was to combat the prejudice in regard to its 

employment. 
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The writer entered upon practice after 
hearing two courses of lectures upon “‘T 
and Practice and Materia Medica,” by the late 
WILLiaM SULLY, who labored most strena. 
ously in opposition to blood-letting. There are 
many now living who can well rememl 
how earnestly he argued this subject, 
also how he even ridiculed the practice. He 
was the first to openly and decidedly take 
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that he lived to see venesection well nigh ( 
abandoned by the profession in our country. ] 
To discuss the causes which have effected #0 ( 
great a change in sentiment and action will t 
be out of place in this connection, and might f 
afford ample material for an extended essay. y 

In a retrospect of obstetrical observation 
and experience one cannot fail -to have no. ql 
ticed facts bearing upon the mechanism of 0 
labor ; not only to learn the different move- b 
ments of the foetus in its progress through the tc 
pelvis, but also the philosophy of uterine ac- 
tion. The few remarks which follow were a 
suggested by reading an article in the Medical th 
Times, of Oct. 15th, 1870, upon the muscular ay 
power of the uterus, giving the theory of Prof. 
HaveGuHTon. Hesays the expulsive powerte by 
quired in dilating the os uteri in the first stage we 
of labor is equal to 3.4 pounds to the squam 
inch. Very similar is the statement of Dr. @ 0 
M. Duncan, who proved (?) that a force of 31 be 
pounds on a square inch was necessary to 
rupture the membranes. a 

Where, however, the natural expulsive by 
power of the uterus is aided by voluntary: H 
forts of the woman,'the force thus obtainel @ 
is enormously augmented, being equal to # c 
pounds to the square inch, which wouldrepy @ 4, 
resent a force of 593 pounds exerted upon the #4 
child to extrude it. On reading the abort @ m, 
remarks it occurred to me that experies? @ 1, 
will not sustain such views. First, I doat @ »,, 
believe that the dilatation or opening of th # 4, 
mouth of the uterus is effected by thee @ 4... 
tractile force of the muscles. It 

Do we not all know that oftentimes, whet ical 
the fundal contraction is strongest and mot @ anis 
violent, that ‘the os will be closed them! @ ifth 
firmly? Is it not a fact that ruptare oft com 
uterine parietes frequently occurs when tt eral 

Deon 





os is rigidly closed? The reasoning spp" 
to be that the neck and mouth dilate a8” 
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sult of such force, while the yielding is simul- 
taneous or codrdinate action. 

If dilatation invariably attended contrac- 
tion of the fundus, this view would be more 
tenable, because it would be an effect suc- 
ceeding a cause. Every medical man of ex- 
perience knows that, by reason of some con- 
tingency, violent pains will continue for hours 
with no appearance of advancement. 

The exhibition of an anodyne, the removal 
of a pint of blood from the arm, the occur- 
rence of vomiting, or the evacuation of fecal 
accumulations from the rectum will be suc- 
ceeded by dilatation and advancement of 
labor. Again, the os is very often found to be 
dilated and dilatable, while there is compara- 
tively little expulsive effort on the part of the 
fundal muscles. We have all seen cases in 
which labor was well nigh accomplished dur- 
ing sleep. I have known scores of cases where 
the first intimation of labor was the rupture 
of the membranes and full dilatation of the os 
before the woman had awakened sufficiently 
to arouse her husband lying by her side. 

The matter of dynamics above referred to 
might be reduced to a definite rule, provided 
there was uniformity in the degree of force 
applied in all cases. 

If it is true that the os uteri is dilated only 
by the action of the fundal muscles, then it 
would only remain for us to administer a par- 
tus accelerator, in order to facilitate parturi- 
tion. The more force, the more speed, would 
be the motto. 

The mechanism of parturition, so far as the 
coérdinate action of the fundus and mouth of 
the womb is concerned, is not illustrated fully 
by all obstetrical writers. Some make little 
or no mention of the relative physiological 
action of the two parts of the womb. 

CAZzEAUX, quoting from PowER, says: “Like 
the bladder or rectum, the uterus has two’ 
orders of nerves, sympathetic and spinal. 
Those from the ganglionic system are distri- 
buted to the body, while the others, derived 
from the nervous centers of animal life, go to 
the neck, which is a true sphincter for the 
uterus.”” 

It is not proposed to enter into a physiolog- 
ical demonstration, at this time, of the mech- 
anism of labor. It does seem, however, that 
ifthe idea of mere dynamical agency in ac- 
complishing parturition should become gen- 
tral, that young men will be led into erro- 
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neous practice in administering ergot, and like 
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medicines, in cases where a delay in-dilatation 
resulted from reflex causes. It is very evi- 
dent that dilatation of the neck and mouth of 
the womb is accomplished through an in- 
fluence distinct from that which causes con- 
traction of the funda] muscles. 

When “ Barkis is willin’,” all things move 
along in harmony. Otherwise, if, from any 
cause whatever, the os is not favorably dis- 
posed, the strong muscles of the fundus may 
act with all possible force without any good 
result, and rupture often occurs. 


CASE OF UTERINE TUMOR OCCUR- 
ING IN A CHILD OF THIRTEEN 
MONTHS—DEATH AFTER OP- 
ERATION AT TWENTY 
MONTHS. 


By P. J. Farnswortn, M. D., 
Of Clinton, Iowa. 

Some time in September, 1870, I was called 
in haste to see a little girl thirteen months of 
age. The mother said that in bathing the 
child she discovered something protruding 
from the vulva. Nothing was in sight when I 
arrived. In December it again made its ap- 
pearance, a dark-colored, engorged body, 
with wrinkled surface, filling the opening and 
protruding half an inch. It bled slightly when 
handled and appeared like a fungoid tumor. 
It interfered with micturition and seemed to 
be a source of uneasiness to the child. Mak- 
ing a loop of waxed cordI put it around it 
and carefully pushed it up with a small probe 
as far as possible, and then drew it down. 
The second day it came away without any 
hemorrhage, leaving nothing more in sight. 
In a week more another mass protruded, but 
now looking like a cluster of elongated grapes, 
of a white color. Now I had no difficulty in 
diagnosing it asa polypus of the gelatanoid 
variety. Gave the child chloroform and tried 
to wrest the tumor off at its attachment, 
which seemed to be a broad one, connected 
with the neck of the uterus. Succeeded in re- 
moving a part of it, when the remainder disap- 
peared and could not be reached. In the 
month of February the tumor again made its 
appearance. Being away from home Dr. 
MYERs was called, who administered chloro. 
roform and applied a ligature as far up as 
possible ; this came away in two days and 
the child was relieved. An injection of per- 
sulphate of iron was used. Considerable in- 
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flammation seemed to ensue, which subsided 
in a few days. 


About the first of May the parents and 
child went visiting to Massachusetts, some- 
where in the viciaity of Worcester. The 
child,now 20 months old, was large and fleshy, 
the very picture of health. 


The tumor again made its appearance, and 
the child was taken to Dr. Jos. SARGEANT 
May 18th. He, with the assistance of Dr. 
Goes, of Worcester, Mass., removed the tu- 
mor with the ecraseur, and applied a plug sat- 
urated with carbolic acid and linseed oil; the 
child being under the influence of chloro- 
form. The parents went sixteen miles into 
the country. The plug was removed the next 
day. Dr. Sargeant was informed the next 
day that the child was in great distress, and 
was vomiting. He was not sent for; the child 
seemed to get easier the second day, but the 
bowels became full and hard, the parents say, 
and then she sunk away and died the third 
day. Dr. Sargeant’s inference is probably 
true, that the disease was metro-peritonitis. 
No post-mortem examination was allowed. 
Various opinions were expressed by the va- 
rious physicians through whose hands she 


passed, as to the nature of the tumor, each 
of us at first sight mistaking it for a fungoid 
or hemorrhagic tumor. It was not such, as no 
blood ever came from the tumor itself. The sec- 
ond time I saw it, it was in clusters of a semi- 
transparent hue, and the pieces torn off were 
of a gelatinous consistency, when the outside 


skin was broken. I am of the opinion that it 
was a gelatinous polypus, such as occurs in 
the nasal cavities, and that it was attached to 
the neck of the uterus. The child was the 
very picture of health up to the day of the 
last: operation. The parents are young peo- 
ple, in excellent health. 


The ligation in February seemed to have 
excited some peritoneal inflammation; un- 
doubtedly the manipulation during the last op- 
eration more easily excited metro-peritonitis, 
a result not to be wondered at when we con- 
sider the delicacy and dimensions of the parts 
and the size of the tumor. 


I have never in any of my reading seen the 
record of such a case, a uterine tumor ap- 
pearing in a child a little overa year old; its 
reappearance was only after the manner of 
@ nasal polypus. 
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A NEW MINERAL SPRING. | 
By Dr, F. W. Lewis,’ Si 
of Philadelphia. 
In a recent journey through the southern 
part of this State, near the Susquehanng 


river,my attention was called toa 
spring which seems to possess some remarks 


ble virtues, and which may yet become of 


great service in medicine, if the favorable 
opinion formed by those who have tried it be 
confirmed by future observation. As the 


water is found near my native home, the re- 


ports which reached me of its curative pro. 
perties had a peculiar interest beyond that 
professional concern with which the physician 
always looks upon anything that promises to 
increase his power over disease ; hence I made 
as thorough an investigation as possible, in 
order to determine what truth there might be 
in the statements made of its efficacy. 

Although my own experience with the 
water is comparatively limited, I have the 
direct testimony of many who have usedit, 
Most of these who have been cured by it were 
suffering from an aggravated form of dyspep- 
sia, with constipation. The usual symptoms 
of depression of spirits, loss of appetite, pain 
and weight in the epigastrium, flatulence, 
nausea, palpitation of the heart, and dull 
headache have invariably been rapidly reliey. 
ed, and a decided cure effected iu a very few 
weeks. In these cases, as in all the othep 
hereinafter mentioned, the water was used 
without the uddition of any other remedy, 
and in most cases at the patients’ homes ata 
remote distance from the spring ; so that the 
change of scene and air, to the agency of 
which the chief value of mineral waters are 
often attributed, cannot have assisted in the 
cure of the patients. 

In one case the patient had formerly been 
under my own care for a short time, and I can 
speak of it with a full knowledge of theet 
fects of this remedy. The man was attacked 
several years ago with intermittent fever, 
which was protracted, and was finally followed 
by dropsy as the result of the profound alte 
ation of the blood produced by the malarial 
poison. The man recovered from this dropsy 
under the influence of the usual remedies, but 
was left in acondition of extreme nervous pros 
tration. He was so feeble as to be 
able to walk, his skin was sallow, his hand 
trembled, he suffered from severe rheumati 
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pains, his memory was seriously impaired, 
and he gradually became almost blind from a 
loss of sensibility in the retina. It was, this 
last condition that I ineffectually tried to re- 
move. After suffering from these symptoms 
for two years, he was: induced to drink this 


water. He took several pints every day, and | 
in six weeks regained his former strength, ap- | 


petite, weight, and memory, was entirely free 
from pain, and almost entirely recovered from 
his amaurosis. 

A troublesome case of irritation of the neck 
ofthe bladder, with acid urine and dyspepsia, 
was promptly relieved by the water. One of 
the most remarkable cases was that of a clerk 
in the post-office in this city, who had suffered 
for many years from dyspepsia, great nervous 
exhaustion, hypochondriasis, and urine con- 
taining so much of the phosphates that upon 
cooling a light stick would stand upright in it. 
This patient used the water for only three 
weeks, when all his symptoms disappeared 
and he regained his normal appetite and 
vigor. 

Another case was that of a man who had an 
attack of Bright’s disease of the kidneys, 
which lasted for several months. His physi- 
cian, who had failed to relieve him by the or- 
dinary means, at last advised him to visit the 
Sulphur Springs, in Virginia. He did so and 
apparently recovered, but after coming home 
the disease returned with greater severity 
than ever. He increased in weight from 128 
175 pounds, the augmentation being solely 
due to the general dropsy, and was confined 
to bed when he began to drink the “ Black 
Barren spring water,”’ as it has been called. 
His dropsy soon disappeared after he com- 
menced using the water, the urine no longer 
contained albumen, and he is now perma- 
tently cured. 


Many other cases might be brought forward 
toshow what this water promises to do, but 
these are suffici-nt to demonstrate its value. 
That it promises to become a useful adjunct 
our resources, there can be no doubt. The 
water contains silica, sulphate of soda and 
sulphate of magnesia in small quantities. It 
fows from the side of a rocky and barren hill, 
containing carbonate of magnesia, serpentine 
and iron pyrites. It is from the decomposi- 
tion of these rocks that the water becomes 
impregnated with its mineral constituents. It 
Bagreeable to the taste, and can be readily 
\iministered to children in cases of albumi- 
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nuria following scarlet fever, and here it 
promises to become exceedingly valuable. 


SIMULTANEOUS FRACTURE OF BOTH 
CLAVICLES. 
By Tuos. J. B. Ruoaps, M. D., 
Of Boyertown, Berks co., Pa. 

The following case, from the extreme rarity 
of its occurrence, I think merits publication 
in THE REPORTER : 

On Sunday forenoon, July 16th, Mr. G. R., 
set. 43 years, of Earl township, Berks county, 
Pa., visited his father-in-law, accompanied by 
his wife and child. In the afternoon the two 
gentlemen concluded to attend a religious 
meeting some four,or five miles away, and in 
order to expedite the journey they hitched up 
Mr. M’s. team, consisting of two sprightly lit- 
tle mules, to a top-wagon, and started on their 
journey. After proceeding about three miles 
the coupling bolt which fastens the tongue to 
the axle became detached on going down a 
steep hill, which allowed the rear end of the 
tongue to drop on the heels of the mules, 
when they commenced to rear and run, and, 
despite the efforts of both gentlemen, could 
not be stopped. After having ran a short 
distance, the wagon was upset,'and both were 
violently pitch2d out on a stone ridge, where- 
by Mr. M. received a lacerated wound along 
the left temple, which partially detached his 
left ear, with sundry other minor bruises about 
the head and limbs, but fortunately not break- 
ing any bones. 

Mr. RB. was more unfortunate : in falling he 
sustained severe contusions about the upper 
part of his body, while both clavicles were 
fractured—the right being fractured near the 
middle through direct force, and the left to- 
ward the acromial end through indirect force 
applied to the scapula. When I was sum- 
moned to attend the patients I found consid- 
erable swelling over the infra and supra clavi- 
cular regions of the right side, the parts hav- 
ing a bluish appearance, and fluctuation indi- 
cating venous effusion. 

The fractures were temporarily dressed with 
the usual pads in the axille and slings to sup- 
port the arms at the elbows. The following 
day (Monday) I had a double apparatus con- 
structed, according to the plans of Dr. R. J. 
Levis, of Philadelphia, for fracture of the 
clavicle, and applied it on the same day. This 





answered the purpose admirably for the right 
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side, where the fracture, being transverse, 
there was less liability of the broken ends to 
override each other than on the left side, 
where the fracture, being oblique, considera- 
ble difficulty was found in keeping the broken 
ends perfectly in apposition, unless the appa- 


ratus was drawn immoderately tight, which, |. 


however, soon caused chafing and abrasion 
of the soft parts, and, therefore, had to be 
loosened. In order to prevent the sinking 
down of the shoulder, in this case I resorted 
to an expedient which obviated that difficulty 
effectually. Still retaining the apparatus of 
Dr. Levis, I attached another strap to the 
outer face of the sling at the elbow, and car- 
ried it up the posterior and outer aspect of 
the arm just behind the acromion process of 
the scapula, and fastened it to the posterior 
buckle of the supporting band, just over the 
, left shoulder. By drawing upon the sup- 
porting band the arm was raised, as well as 
the pad in the axilla,and thus the sinking 
down of the shoulder effectually prevented. 
This I consider an important addition to 
Dr. Levis’s apparatus for dressing fractures of 
the clavicle. 

During the first three weeks of treatment 
the patient was obliged to pass his nights on 
a large rocking chair on account of the dorsal 
decubitus occasioning severe pain by bring- 
ing the shoulders too much forward. The 
dressing for the right side was removed at 
the end of the fourth week. The dressing 
of the left side I still retain and shall doso to 
the end of the fifth, or probably the sixth 
week, as union on that side was retarded on 
account of the difficulty of keeping the broken 
ends approximated. 





MEDICAL SocteETIES. 


HARDIN COUNTY (OHIO), MEDICAL 
- SOCIETY. 


Stated Meeting, July 13, 1871. 


Society met at Kenton, Ohio, at the office 
of Drs. Philips & Watts. ‘The President, Dr. 
JONEs, in the chair. 

After the miscellaneous business was dis- 

osed of, the (annual) election of officers 
ping next in order, the following named 
te: emen were elected to serve for the ensu- 
year: 
resident—Dr. A. W. Munson. 

Vice President-—Dr. J. B. Young. 

Secretary—Dr. Jesse Snodgrass. 

Treasurer—Dr. J. A. Rogers. 





CoMMITTEE ON ApMissions—Dr. W, M 
Chesney, of Kenton, Ohio; Dr. D. H. Le Van, 
Mt. Victory, Ohio; Dr. J. A. Stancell, For 
rest, Ohio. , oa, 
CoMMITTEE ON Etuics—Dr. W.H. 
Kenton, Ohio; Dr. Ww. Jones, Jr, 1 3 
Ohio; Dr. J. C, Barning, Roundhead, Ohio, 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE PEORIA. 
COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. — 


The Peoria County'(Ill.) Medical 
met in Masonic Hall, at Yates City, on W. 
nesday, May 7th, 1871, at. o'clock P. M., 
president, Dr. HEnsLEy, in the chair. 
minutes of the last meeting were read and 
approved. Reports of special committees being 
in order, Dr. Washburn, of Elmwood, chair. 
man of the Committee on Practical Medicine, 
made his report—subject, vital force. Dr. 
Warner, of Farmington, read a paper upon 
asphyxia of young infants. 

. Corcoran, ceaemaan a =i a verbal 
report upon 8 ernia, rela 
po with treatment. Dr. Corcoran also 
luded incidentally to a recent experiment with 
chromic acid upon urethral stricture. Dm. 
Warner, Sollis, and others, made some practi- 
cal remarks relating te the therapeutic 
of ergot and ipecac. The president, Dr. 
Hensley, detailed at length his experience in 
the use of chloral hydrate. His remarks on 
this new and valuable therapeutic agent were 
interesting and instructive. The president 
was followed by each member of the society 
giving their respective views and experience 
with this remedy, all agreeing as to its value 
and efficiency for the oe ere for which it is 
recommended, where administered judiciously, 
and with discretion, but protesting 
indiscriminate use by the public, as certain to 

rove disastrous ; fatal results ha followed 
its use in many instances where it been 
improperly administered or taken by persons 
unacquainted with its effects. 

Dr. Secord, of Elmwood, then read a very 
able essay upon typhoid fever—its pathology, 
causation and treatment. 

Dr. Lambert, of Galesburg, then proceeded 
to read a very interesting and exhaustive 
paper upon diseases of the eye, more 
ally the pathology and treatment of 
subject in which the — and publicare 
deeply interested. Many persons, old 
young, annually lose their sight from 

ease for the want of a proper com 
sion of its nature and treatment. 

On motion, the society then adjourned t 
meet in Farmington, Ill., on Wednesday, 
September 6th, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

H. STEExz, M. D., Se. 


MADISON COUNTY, NEW YORK, MEDI 
CAL SOCIETY. : 


The 65th anniversary of the Madison Coan! 
Medical Society cin hall in Morrisville 
Tuesday, Julyllth. 
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The minutes of the last annual and semi- 
annual meetings were read and approved. 
aiivered a very 
=. d also a request that A be fas 

an a @ CO ~ 
oe for publication. 48 

Reports were made on the sanitary condition 
of the county, and remarks made by different 
members present on the somewhat singular 
disease that has prevailed quile extensivel 
in this locality for a few months past, calle 
by some roseola, and by others, mock measles. 

Dr. Beebe, of Hamilton, reported an inter- 











__ Periscope. 
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fit of coughing some 


Drs. Goff, Carpenter, Chase, Gray, and 
Mead made some remarks on surgi cases, 
which called forth the different views of the 
members present. : 

The officers elected for the ensuing year 
are, Dr. H. P. Mead, of Morrisville, Presi- 
dent ; Dr. H. W. Carpenter, of Oneida, Vice 
President ; Dr. D. D. Chase, of Morrisville, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 








PERISCOPE. 





Pregnant Sickness. 


Dr. METCALFE JOHNSON, M. R. C. S. E., 
speaks as follows of this complaint in the 
aw Medical Times § Gazette: 

One remark may here be made respecting 
disorders of the great sympathetic and its sub- 
jected organs, that they are generally charac- 
terized by a dislike of all sweet flavors. This 
has been noticed in the case of persons whose 
ganglionic system is disordered through the 
stomach by the abuse of alcohol; for I think 
it is Coleridge who says there is always hope 
for a man so long as he is fond of his pudding. 
But in those other forms of female ganglionism 
which, for want of a proper diagnosis, we desig- 
nate under the generic term hysteria (tho 
inmany cases the husteron has nothing to do 
With it), the taste not only takes an aversion 
to sweet things, but has, apparently, a de- 
praved tolerance of the flavor of fetid pre- 
parations and the alkalies, together with au 
ability to receive the stimulus of both alcohol 
and the carminatives, such as lavender, am- 
monia, cardamoms, etc., with advantage. 

With these complex considerations we ap- 
proach the subject of pregnant sickness or 
vomiting. Here we have, of course, an en- 
larged uterus, which physically bears a rela- 
tion to the various organs of the body, such 
as the stomach, large and small intestines, 
liver, gall-bladder, kidneys, etc., different from 
that in health, pressing upon each, and pro- 
ducing a state of things with reference to each 
organ which, if brought about by traumatic 
means, would in any case bring on nausea and 
Vomiting. But, in addition to this, the very 
relation to the nerve is altered, and in many 
cases this great change is attended with not 
only bodily suffering but temporary mental 
abberration. I have not unfrequently seen 
temporary insanity of a few hours’ duration 
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attend both the act of conception and the act 
of quickening. Everyone is of course familiar 
with the puerperal insanity as well as the fre- * 
quent insanity which is associated more or 
less directly with ovarian or uterine disease. 

Ashort time since; Mrs. A. B., et. 24; 
second pregnancy, during the last month has 
had violent spasms all over the body, with 
strabismus. Mouth and hands clenched. Says 
she has pain all through the womb. Has 
pas sensibility in the nines of the breast. 

owels generally confined. Has had bleeding 
at the nose for the last few days. Her mother 
isa very excitable, clever woman, and one 
otherclose relative asomnambulist. The spasm 
was relieved by subcutaneous injection of 
morphia. I emptied the bowels by an aloetic 
enema, and gave her the phosphate of lime, 
which she took for three weeks, after which 
she was delivered of a very small chi!d, the 
parietal bones of whose head consisted simply 
of two centres of ossification. Since her con- 
finement she has been well. The spasm never 
returned after using the yr tiygen s08r I have 
often had tthis proof of the efficacy of the 
phosphates in arresting the sickness; that 
patients have been sent to me for “some of 
that medicine that relieves the sickness.’’ 

I had a patient a few weeks ago, who had 
been complaining for some weeks of an irre- 
sistible vomiting after every meal, who no 
sooner took the phosphates than all sickness 
ceased. This of course might be the effect of 
expecting to be relieved; but the cases have 
occurred too frequently for me to think other 
than that relief been most frequently the 
result of the use of the phosphates. As such, 
I trust that some of your readers will be in- 
duced to give the meprye | a trial for which I 
now proceed to give a physiological reason or 
ratio medendi. 

As we have seen the altered shape of the 
uterus, the altered nerve relations, the con- 
trol of the ganglionic nerve to supply the new 
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arterial system to be established, make a de- 
mand upon nervous influence which is very 
unusual. Nervous power cannot be expended 
without harm, unless the supply of new neuric 
elements makes up the deficiency. Neuric 
force derives much of its nutrition and source 
from phosphates. Moreover, the child in its 
formation requires more phosphates for its 
new bones, and if these are supplied at the 
expense of brain and ganglionic nerve, it fol- 
lows, as a matter of course, that debility 
nervousness, and all the concurrent train of 
syraptoms must inevitably be brought about ; 
and hence, arise those feelings of depression, 
peevishness, and irritability so ey 
associated with the oe state. Nor is it 
to be wondered at if we consider that we take 
no steps to suyply the new demand made upon 
the blood. 
This view «. the case is again supported by 
= cvidence, when we see how that 
ractures iu. ;regnant females are more fre- 
uently lia -le to non-union. These considera- 
tions indv<e me to believe that the remedy is 
really tl> cause of the relief so constantly 
express.d by the patient after its use for a 
few days. I have also for some years been in 
the habit of using this form of phosphates for 
the relief of rickety children with great suc- 
cess, which further confirms me in the belief 
that phosphates administered through the 
stomach do become used by the blood. I have 
used for children the saccharated wheat phos- 
phates supplied by the druggists, but in the 
case of pregnant females I haye not found 
these so useful, I suspect, owing to the sugar 
which they contain. 


On the Philosophical Treatment of Cholera, 


Mr. JOHN G. FrEencu, F.R.C.S., Surgeon 
to the Infirmary of St. James’s, Westminster, 
writes to the Times and Gazette, (London) : 

A knowledge of the expedients which na- 
ture actually adopts to sustain life in cholera, 
under the influence of its mortal poison, indi- 
cates to my mind, the path which should be 
pursued; and I am convinced, by long expe- 
rience, that action upon this knowledge leads 
to the best results in treatment. These expe- 
dients may be thus enumerated: 1. Diminu- 
tion of the heart’s action. 2. Diminution of 
the arration of the blood. 3. Elimination of 
the poison. 4. Alteration of the constituents 
of the blood. 5. Cramps. 6. Veno-contrac- 
tility. 7. Instinctive sensibility. 8. Diminu- 
tion of the temperature of the surface. 

It is true that these symptoms display a 
dangerous deviation from a state of health, a 
result to be expected from the presence of a 
virulent morbid poison; but to hope that any 
interference with these symptoms would ame- 
liorate the patient’s condition, is really, from 
my point of view, as absurd as to expect that 
a patient with broken legs should be able to 
take his usual exercise before the reparation 
of the injury has been accomplished, although 
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Vol. xaxy, 
BF, 
If, in the accident of broken bones, we 
it necessary to secure such ad 
patient as easy position, re 
try of the injured limb, with careful 
tion of the diet, it must surely be equally 
cessary to place the cholera patient 
similar advantages; but in order to do so, the 
hysiological condition of this patient 


fully gE roe and it may be: 
explained. blood, the 


is accomplished may well fill the mind 
admiration and the certain conviction 
such a masterpiece of contrivance is to be 
found in the operations of nature alone ; 
in the exercise of human ae. we to 
frequently find nothing but blunder. I 
here only a rude sketch of the plan, as a more 
subtle scrutiny would occupy too much space: 
The effect of the poison is, first, to diminish 
the heart’s action, which is necessarily asso. 
ciated with diminution of the aération of the 
blood: congestion results, and this is relieved 
by secretion, which, again, affords both an 
escape for the poison as well as for such con 
stituents of the blood as might occasion em- 
bolism in this abnormal condition of the cireu- 
lation. The cramps possibly result from the 
law which assigns increased muscular irrite 
bility to diminished respiration, thus afford 
ing assistance to a feeble circulation by vis ¢ 
tergo. ; 
Veno-contractility is a term used by Dr 
Marshall Hall to expressa property which the 
left ventricle of the heart acquires in hyber 
nation—namely, that of contracting under 
the stimulus of venous blood—although under 
ordinary conditions arterial blood alone will 
excite it to this action. It is possible that 
veno-contractility in cholera may afford an 
explanation of that phenomenon, so incom. 
rehensible and even shocking to the mind of 
Magendle, refuting, as he declared, all that 
he had taught respecting asphyxia, a condi 
tion which he and others have erroneously 
assumed to exist in cholera. 
Of the instinctive sensibility, by which in- 
ordinate draughts of cold water are so urgent 
ly desired, it may be said the advantage is 
now generally appreciated; and of the «imi- 
nution of the temperature of the surtace it 
may also be said that it is a vital phenomenon 
necessarily associated with the condition of 
the circulation. It is to be ho that the 
reflection that heat more readily radiates to 
the surface after death than during life may 
induce Practitioners to desist from useless 
efforts to warm the surface, especially as they 
are so harassing to the feelings, and so prej® 
dicial to the recovery, of the patient. 
I subjoin a case in illustration of the philo- 
sophical treatment above suggested : 
was called at 5:30 a.m. on Sunday, Jaly 
17, 1870, to see Mrs. O., who was sup ‘to 
be rapidly dying. The patient was 





the absurdity is far less obvious. 


olently 
attacked with vomiting, purging and cramps 
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August 26, 1871.] 
rhile visiting a d 


,and could not 

; was ly 
skin was very cold, but she was unable 
much cove ; her eyes much sunken, and 
pulse very feeble. Very anxious ogaly was 
made of me, by several of her relations who 
surrounded her, if there was any possible 
chance of her recovery, as her appearance 
was so altered in a few hours as to be hardly 
sapisable as the same person she had been 
the day previously. Her age is65. I replied 
that she was in a very serious condition, but 
that I hoped and expected that in a few days 
she would be pretty well n; and that I 
considered her safety depended, mainly, in the 
sinctest attention being paid to the directions 
Igave for the care and management of her 
case. Some ice was immediately secured by 
her son-in-law, and she was to take nothing 
for the next twenty-four hours but iced water. 
It was anxious! by ge that she was so 
cold, and that already she had been able to 
keep nothing on her stomach for about twelve 
hours. I assured her anxious attendants that 
iced water would not only refresh her more 
than anything else during the whole of the 
period in question, but that it would not be 
even safe to give her any other refreshment 
whatever. 


On my second visit, at 9 A. M., I saw her 
alvine evacuation, which I had directed to be 
kept for my inspection, and which proved to 
be what is known as resembling rice water. 
Having an engagement out of town iu the 
afternoon, I took with me Mr. Edward Samuel 
Lee, of Savile-row, at 2 P. M., who kindly 
undertook to visit her again early in the 
evening, as I could not return until 10 P. M., 
fearing that the anxiety of the patient’s 
friends might occasion some interference with 
ny instructions during my absence. 


10 p. m.—The cramps had subsided ; there 
was still some retching at lengthened inter- 
vals; pulse improved ; diarrhea had ceased, 
and patient felt altogether better, and had 
hada short but refreshiag sleep. 

July 18, 10 a. m.—Patient shows considera- 
ble improvement in aspect, and in every way ; 
had not micturated since Saturday at 5 p. m.; 
to have broth if she liked it—a teacupful at a 
time, and monentee at pleasure. In the eve- 
hing she took a little tea, and has recently 
passed a littleurine. ~ 


Tuesday, 19th.—Has become cheerful, has 
a moderate alvine evacuation tinged with 
green bile. She is to take a few small slices 
of bread with her broth, and in the evening 
the is to take some thinly cut bread-and-but- 
ter with her tea. 

Wednesday, 20th.— Took tea and bread- 
and-butter for breakfast, gravy soup and bread 
for dinner, tea and bread-and-butter in the 
evening, with a return of appetite, and was 
— convalescent, and has remained 


hter the previous evs- 
removed to her own 
upon & bye ; her 
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Amenorrhea and D morrhea Treated b 
Quinine ically. 


Dr. E. BRADLEY, of New York, writes to 


bear | the Medical World: 


Some time since, I became convinced that 
many cases of obstinate amenorrhea and dys- 
menorrhcea depended upon a malarial poison, 
and I commenced the use of counter irritation 
over the spine, followed by the local applica- 
tion of a saturated solution of quinine. In 
quite a number of cases, during the past six 
months, I have used this treatment with mark- 
ed success. The method of using the quinine 
is to first t the spine over its lower two- 
thirds with the following : 

RK. Oil mustard, iij. 
Alcohol, ij. M. 

Use a wide camel’s-hair brush, and take 
care not to allow the solution to cover a wider 
space than one or two inches. Then, when 

e surface is thoroughly red, apply the fol- 
lowing : 

R. Quiniz sulph., 

Aque, R 

Acid sulph. aromat., qs. M. 
In ap lying the essential oil of mustard, con- 
siderable pain is excited. This immediately 
ceases, however, on the application of the sat- 
urated solution of quinine. 
jm one case in which suppression had ex- 
sted for several months, the patient having 
had intermittent fever for some time previous- 
ly and having been treated by the internal ad- 
ministration of quinine unsuccess uly, after the 
use of the counter-irritation and quinine local- 
ly for about three months, the menses return- 
ed,ang she felt perfectly well. In another case, 
there had been great neuralgia of the head 
and uterus, and it was speedily relieved by 
this treatment. 

In another case of dysmenorrhea, with ob- 
stinate constipation ‘of the bowels, the pa- 
tient was entirely cured, and has not suffered 
from constipation since. 

I am well aware that many physicians are 
of opinion that the quinine could not be ab- 
sorbed unless the cuticle was broken. In this 
connection let me say that in no instance 
where it has been used under my observation 
has there been any rupture of the cuticle; 
and I feel confident that the quinine was not 
absorbed, but that it had a very decided effect 
in bringing about the cure. 

There seems no good reason why quinine 
should not be absorbed through an unbroken 
skin, as well as mercurials or belladonna, and 
bitartrate of potash applied (in solution) over 
the ecg d in cases of ursemia, several cases 
of which latter have come under the writer’s 
observation. In the first case mentioned the 
patient had had intermittent fever for some 
time, and it had not yielded to the internal 
administration of quinine, and the amenor- 
rhea seemed beyond doubt to be due to the 
malarial poison. After three months’ con- 
tinuous use of the counter-irr.tation, daily 
followed by the quinine locally, the menses 
returned, and the intermittent fever was 
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cured ; thus furnishing the most positive proof 
that the quinine must have been absorbed in 
order to gook oy chills, and also that it 
aided very m y in bringing about the 
menses. subject is to me one of great 
interest, and, if I succeed in inducing the pro- 
fession to ive this méthod of treatment a 
thorough trial, I feel assured that they will be 
perfectly satisfied with the results, and that 
many a suffering patient will thank them for 
having used it. 


The Antiseptic Ligature, as applied in the Ope- 
ration for Varicocele, 


Dr. EMILE STEIGER, Prairie du Chien, Wis., 
writes to the Chicago Medical Examiner: The 
operation for varicocele and circocele was 
heretofore considered most dangerous, and 
was performed principally in three different 
methods: 1. Dissection of the spermatic 
bundle and ligature of the varicose veins. 2. 
Compression by Breschet’s pincers. 3. Sub- 
cutaneous ligature, or the proceedings of 
“Gagne be.” 

Particularly the first method, but more or 
less the second and third, were often followed 
by dangerous, even fatal phlebitis. Involun- 
tary compression or ligation of the spermatic 
artery, and consecutive artery, and consecu- 
tive atrophy of the testicle, endangered the 
second and third method. 

I was called in consultation by my friend, 
Dr. Martin, of McGregor, in the case of L. S. 
(case of circocele), and I believed that ligation 
of spermatic artery and atrophy of the testicle 
could be avoided by free dissection, while 
phlebitis could be prevented through the anti- 
septic effect of carbolic acid. 

The operation was performed on the 3d of 
April, 1871, in the fol owing manner: 

1, Incision on the left side of the scrotum, 
about one inch long,so as to lay open the 
bundle formed by the fascia of the cremaster. 

2. Fixing of the bundle outside of the exter- 
nal wound, with help ofasound passed under it, 
across and over the arms of the scrotal incis- 
100. 


%. Dissection of the cord, and application of 
two antiseptic ligatures around the varicose 
vein, separated nearly one inch, and cut close 
to the knot. 

4, Excision of that portion of the vein in- 
cluded between the two ligatures. 

5. Careful cleansing of all parts with a so- 
lution of c@bolic acid j., glycerine iv., aq. 
xij., by sponge and syringe. 

6. Closing of external wound with silk 
sutures, which had been prepared by bein 
soaked for six hours in carbolated oil, an 
covering the scrotum with linen, also soaked 
in carbolated oil. 

Two weeks after the operation patient was 
well, happy and attending to business. 

I owe to the kind suggestion of Dr. D. 
MASON my preparation of antiseptic ligatures 
consisting of violin strings, kept in a bottle o 


[Vol. xa, 
The Onuses and ‘Trgatment of Gidems ot 


Tuomas K. Onuse, M. D., House Sui 
to Bellevue Hospital, writes to the N.Y 
Medical Journal: Re 

Being intercurrent with maladies of the may 
1) ite nature, edema of the lung has a dec 
edly varied etiology. From observation gt 

umcroe pve sg bagm ergy ought 
uring the past summer, gnj 
from the labored respiration, the bloody fil} 
at the mouth, the cyanosed appearance, ani 
the finding after , intense hyperzemia ani 
cedema of the 1 , 1 am convinced that this 
mechanical impediment to the aération of 
blood is responsible for a large proportion ¢ 
the deaths from insolation. ‘Aaaln, the act 
is well known, but its cause seldom appreciat. 
ed, that, in the second stage of pneumonia,s 
patient, who has been doing well, sudden 
may develop the most alarming dyspnea,f 
at the mouth, and may die from acute carbon 
acid poisoning. As a part of the ge 
dropsy of Bright’s disease, sometimes 
of the lungs occurs with such startling rapid 
that the patient is dead before treatmentcan 
be pay payer Of the ome marin, | are = 
cases depending on a temporary hype 
of the iidne n the ee state. Com 
pression of the lung whether by tumors in the 
thorax, by a large pleuritic effusion, or by 
neumo-hydrothorax, almost necessarily pro- 
Saces secondary cedema. 

I had lately under observation a case of 
aneurism of the ascending aorta, as proved 
by the autopsy, in which the one constant 

ysical sign was moist crepitation over both 
feta, the patient being tormented with in- 
cessant cough, and raising an amazing quanti- 

of serum mixed with bubbles of air, In 
debilitated persons, who have long lainon 
their backs, consequent intense h 
congestion is always accompanied by a 
amount of cedema which may be dangerous. 
Obstruction, in the course of the systemic cir 
culation, will cause surcharge of the pulmo 
nary circulation with transudation of serum. 
To this class belong mitral stenosis and insut- 
ficiency, especially the former when 
cated with pigment induration of the 
Aneurisms of the abdominal aorta, ovarian 
tumors, enlarged spleens, tumors of the liver, 
and those disorders of that organ which 
duces ascites, even intense tympanites, act in 
the same way. ‘ 

The slighter grades of edema demand 8 
treatment which is to be determined in each 
case by etiology. Dyspnea, from fluid accu 
mulation in the ae is zoleres tap. 

ing ; tympanites, rebellious to the 
frentment may be relieved by the recently 
introduced method of puncture of the inte 
tines ; renal dropsy, seated in the | 
quentl yields to elaterium, or fluidounce 
of the infusion of digitalis. These d ' 
be administered according to the cop 
of different men, some believing in working ® 





carbolated oil for at least 48 hours. 


diseased kidney, and others not. 
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: Although slight edema may present no 
UR yery grave , yet this tance 
N.Y. should not favor inactivity, for a certain di- 
BB pinvtion of breathing ace causes carbonic 
seid accumulation in the blood, the nerve cen- 
ires are poisoned, the | geome sinks into coma 
and dies with general paralysis. Without 
i doubt pneumonia is the disease in which 

i edema of the lung most frequently arises—an 

OI edema of the gravest nature. In cases of 
gudden death from pneumonia, how very con- 
stant is the appearance of the air-cells of al- 
fe of one lung filled with inflam- 














of the other flows bloody serum! When the 
ion of lung desired for air is filled on one 
side by liquid, and on the other bya more 
consistent exudation, it is manifest that a pa- 
tient will die from suffocation as surely as if a 
were tied around his neck. This state 
Fexireme cedema, whether from pneumonia 
or not, is recognized when the respirations 
are greatly hurried, when the patient bubbles 
at thé mouth, when the previously fine rales 
rattle in the trachea, when the surface turns 
blue from overfilling of the veins, when large 
thonci are felt by laying the hand on the tho- 














Com- i rax,and when the sensibilities are clouded. 
s in the For this condition—which demands action as 
or by & prompt as the ligature of a bleeding arterial 


trunk—it has been the custom at Bellevue to 
cover the chests with dry cups, leaving them 
on until large serus blebs appeared. 































stant MH sudden Decrease in the Pulse a Sign of Cere- 
t both bral Complication. 
th in. # Dr. Gzo. GRAY writes to the British Medi- 
quanti oq) Journal : ; 
ir. In Diseases of the brain, from the insidious 
aint H manner in which they often ps ee and 
ostatic HH from the great difficulty which of recog- 
y & & nizing them in their earliest stages, together 
rou. HE with that of making an accurate diagnosis, 
icc Hi even when we know them to be present, de- 
ulm mand very close and careful observation on 
Feber] the part of the physician. I wish, therefore 
. to draw attention to a point which I observ 
mpl: Hi inthe three cases related below, viz., that 
lungs: Hi during the course of diseases in which the 
arial HE pulse usually ranges high, a sudden diminu- 
liver, HJ tion in its frequency took place some time be- 
e oa fore brain-complication could be recognized 
by any other signs. I have nodoubt this may 
od be known to many members of the profession ; 
ph but, from the fact that it is not mentioned in 
any of the text-books on the subject with 
Mee Which Tam acquainted, I think it has not been 
tap. taken as much notice of as it deserves, for I 
aly consider that it will in many cases serve as a 
ates very material aid towards a prognosis. 
tre. In January, 1868, I was asked to prescribe 
; for D. M., a letter-carrier, aged 45, who had 
a for some time been laboring under an attack 
‘a of pulmonary phthisis. The disease ran its 
usual course for some time, cavities having 








formed in both lungs, until suddenly on the 
20th of June the which up to this had 
Tanged from 100 to 108, fell to 74, and con- 
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tinued between 74 and 80 until the 16th of 


November, when headache followed by squint- 

set Coma and death closed the scene. 

e second case was one of strumous diar- 

rheea in a child, aged 8, in which the pulse 

was constantly above 100 until two days be- 

fore the manifestation of the symptoms of 
meningitis, when it fell to 76. 

But the case which made most im on 
on me was the following. On the 29th of last 
month I received a note from a medical man 
requesting me to visit his child, aged 7, whom 
he had sent to Newcastle for change of air, 
and of whom he gave the following history. 
In January last he had measels; when re- 
covering from this disease, he was attacked 
by gastric fever, which confined him to bed 
for five or six weeks ; on partially recoverin, 
from this he had an attack of bronchitis, an 
now his chief disease was gastric irritability. 
On wy visit next day I met his father, who 
told me that a sudden change had taken place 
in the little patient’s pulse: during his other 
illnesses it had always been above 100, but on 
the previous day he found it reduced to 82. 
Having the two previous cases in mind, I told 
him that we must examine the patient care- 
fully for head-symptoms. We found him lying 
quietly, breathing naturally, and not showing 
any sign of brain-diseases except the vomiting, 
which appeared to be gastric. Next day, un- 
der the use of fluid magnesia and milk, the 
vomiting had disappeared. The pulse was 82, 
regular and full; the tongue still coated. On 
the following day the same state of matters 
existed, except that the patient appeared 
more listless and complained slightly of the 
light, but his pupils acted naturally. On the 
following morning at two o’clock delirium set 
in, followed by coma, and death on June 12th. 
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NOTES ON BOOKS. 

The managers of the Pennsylvania Hospital 
say in their report, just issued : 

‘In our last report we brought to your 
notice two very interesting volumes of surgi- 
cal experience in important cases met with in 
your wards, the publication of similar works 
being then discontinued for want of means. 
Charities which promote habits of thought by 
recording valuable observations, develop new 
powers for human relief, and thus increase 
the permanent happiness of man. In this 
‘view it is proposed to devote a part of your 
bounty to the revival and encouragement of 
like efforts for the progress of science, wisely 
begun by your medical staff.’’ 

We are rejoiced to see this liberal and wor- 
thy policy inaugurated as a regular appropria- 
tion. Every public hospital should aim to do 
the same. 
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The description of “‘The Public Medical 
Libraries of Philadelphia,” written by Dr. 
RICHARD J. DUNGLISON, has been published 
by J. B. Lippincott & Co., (12 mo. pp. 46). 
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1Vol: it 


the most truly useful weapons in the arseng) 
of the anata rod arg a 


It contains full information on their history | tati 


and present size. Probably few physicians in 
the country are as capable of pronouncing on 
the merits of a Medical Library as its writer. 

Dr. SAMUEL C. BusEY, in a pamphlet re- 
published from the National Medical Journal, 
advocates the artificial induction of labor in 
uremia. His arguments are well presented 
and cannot fail to command attention. 

Another matter of obstetric interest is dis- 
cussed by Dr. THEOPHILUS PARYVIN, in an 
essay before the Indiana State Medical So- 
ciety, (published in pamphlet form, 8 vo. pp. 
13). This is “placental extraction and placen- 
tal expression.”” He advocates the latter as 
the rule in all cases of parturition. 

At the last meeting of the Alumni Associa- 
tion of the Jefferson Medical College, the au- 
dience listened to a very pleasing address, 
chiefly relating to the early days of the col- 
lege, by Prof.S. D. Gross. This can now be 
obtained in pamphlet form, and ought to be 
read by all who have an interest in the col- 
lege (Collins, printer, pp. 29). 

The able analysis of Darwin’s theory of the 
origin and development of man, in the July 
number of the Quarterly Journal of Psychology, 
was by Dr. JAmEs B. HUNTER, and has been 
separately published by D. Appleton & Co., 
New York (8 vo. pp. 9). 


BOOK NOTICES. 


The Antiseptic System: A treat'se on carbolic 
acid and its compounds; with inquiries into 
the germ theories of fermentation, putrefac- 
tion, and infection; the theory and practice of 
disinfection, and the practical applications of 
antiseptics, especially in medicine and surge- 
ry. By ARTHUR ERNEsT SANsOM, M. D., 
Len. etc. With nine page-plates. Philadel- 
phia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1871. 


cloth, 8vo., pp. 356. 


This is a timely work by an author well 
able to treat the subject in a manner worth 
the great interest which it has recently exci- 
ted. It is almost neediess to say that Dr. 
Sansom is a thorough believer in the zymotic 
or germ theory of disease, and that he regards 
that class of medicines of which carbolic acid 
is the most prominent—the anti-zymotics—as 
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rgan 
of carbolic acid on such o 
duced, and also on virus and the poisons of in 
fecting diseases. The matories morbi 

are approached from the same 
point, and the advantages of carbolic acid as 
a disinfectant illustrated. The surgical uses 
of the acid are freely rehearsed, and its ex- 
ternal and internal employment given. Fi- 
nally, the sulpho-carbolates are discussed, — 
The plates are from microscopical 

ances of fungi, etc. The paper and bleling 
are excellent. 


Minutes of the 22d Annual Meeting of the 
American Medical Association, held in the city 
of San Francisco, May, 1871, pamphlet pp. 43, 
Price 25 cents. 

These minutes will be read with compete | 
all who desire to keep pace with the 
outs Pog the or . The vert Beorstares ie 
t e energetic permanen e . 
haf ly ee yg aa! tie soneenines = 
in w ey are produced. e 

rice at his 


can be had by enclosing him the p: 
residence, 1400 Pine street, Philadelphia. 


Restorative Medicine. An Harveian Annual 
Oration delivered at the Royal College of 
Physicians, London, on June 21, 1871. By 
Tuomas Kine CHAMBERS, M. D., etc. With 
two sequels, Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea, 
1871. 12 mo. pp. 85. 

This oration h 


z delivered in England, 
is printed and published in America first. Its 
title tells us at once what views to expect 
from the orator—the author of the “ Renewal 


of Life.” The originality which is claimed 
for the theory of restorative therapeusis | 
be questioned, for, to go no farther back, it 
distinctly embraced in Bichat’s famous del 
nition of life. 

pegtn 'y we are far from sharing the sat- 

ine faith in science applied to therapeu 
(xevenbed notably on e 79), we we 
any one who honestly believes he 
the thread of the labyrinth. And clearly Dr. 
Chambers is one of those, and we wish him 
joy of his faith. 

he sequels are in the form of convert 

tions, in which are discussed ente: 
some of the most mooted medical topics of th 
day—the use of alcohol and tobacco, paten 
medicines, women-doctors, medical educat 
etc. They are quite as applicable to @ 
country as to England, for we also are i 
engaged in these very same vexed q 
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sv Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, ete., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fally solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 

s@°To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
wief a8 possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, 80 as to require little revision. 

s7 Subscribers are requested to forward to us copies 
of newspapers containing reports of Medical Society 
neetings, or other items of special medical interest. 

We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund ot infor- 
mation that rightfully belougs to the profession. 

The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all responsibility 
(or statements made over the names of correspondents. 

















“KILLING NO MURDER.” 

This is the title of a tract famous in the 
days of the Rump Parliament. It was written 
to show that under some circumstances the 
taking of life—even the life of a king—more 
especially of such a king as Charles I., of 
England—is not a crime, but a benefit to the 
public. 

Broadly considered, most of us agree that 
Killing is not murder in quite a number of 
cases, a8 in war, in self-defense, in the execu- 
tion of criminals, ete. There is one particu- 
lar contingency when we as physicians have 
to study this principle. It is in reference to 
destroying a fetus in order to save the life of 
the mother. 


Opinions have changed much within no 
long time about this. We remember that 
when we were in Paris, not a dozen years 
4g0, the question was brought before the 
Academy of Medicine of Brussels, and that 
respectable assemblage of timid old fogies 
tiled the subject out as “ unsuitable ”—in- 
convenant—though at the same time we lis- 
tened to the venerable VELPEAU—never 
timid and not in the least inclined to mince 
matters—telling his class that the fetus has 
to independent life and no claims upon our 
consideration on any such accoufit—that it is, 





in short, nothing more than a vegetable— 
un vegetale! 


How shocking the old surgeon’s consistent 
materialisim appeared to an audience, chiefly 
either Roman Catholics or nothing can 
readily be conceived; for the Roman Cath- 
olic Church has always opposed and continues 
to denounce the operation of craniotomy on a 
living fetus. Quite recently the newspapers 
of Dublin have contained an animated corre- 
spondence on the subject. It was in connec- 
tion with the election of dispensary medical 
officers. The Rey. Canon urges that cranio- 
tomy is, under any circumstances, detestable 
in the eyes of Roman Catholics. The answer, 
of course, is, that the sole object of medical 
men is to fulfill their sacred duty of saving 
life. It rests with the patient or the patient’s 
friends to prohibit proceedings having that 
object, on the ground of opposing religious or 
other convictions, if they entertain them. A 
Roman Catholic patient entertaining a settled 
objection to craniolomy under any circum- 
stances would, perhaps, on the whole, be in a 
better position under the care of a Protestant 
surgeon, bounded by all the rules of his pro- 
fession to respect the expression of those con- 
victions, than a Protestant patient would be, 
needing and willing to benefit by the pro- 
ceedings, under the care of a Catholic surgeon, 
whose scruples of conscience should prevent 
him from proposing it. This is, however, to 
put an extreme case. We earnestly depre- 
cate the introduction of the element of dog- 
matic strife into medical elections, or in the 
appointment of officers whose duties need 
never, under any circumstances, place them 
in opposition to religious opinions of any kind 
and in general imto questions of scientific pur- 
port. 

For instance, there is a broad distinction, 
not readily understood by the non-medical 
reader, between the production of abortion 
and the induction of premature labor. The 
latter is an operation sanctioned by the best 
obstetricians of the day in a constantly in- 
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creasing number of contingencies. The former 
is to be resorted to rarely, in well defined 
cases, with consultation ; but when required, 
without hesitation. We have known, at least, 
one case where, beyond all question, a woman 
was left to die, and did die, because, though 
it was clear and confessed that no other re- 
source remained, a not unusual timidity about 
what people might say, prevented the physi- 
cian from doing his obvious duty, and destroy- 
ing the foetus. 

We are second to none in opposing criminal 
abortion ; every physician should condemn it 
with his utmost strength, but the hue and cry 
against it must not prevent him from doing 
his duty, and his full duty, toward his patient. 
It is the lawyer’s duty to defend his client by 
every legal means; aud, far more so is the 
physician called upon to save the life of his 
patient by every resource of ingenuity and 
art. 


y~ 
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Notes and Comments. 


Hodgepodge. 

The Journal of the Gynecological Society, of 
Boston, publishes a page of recommendations 
of the press made up from medical journals, 
regular, irregular and defective, and from 
non-medical papers, etc. Better deserve and 
be satisfied with the recommendations of pro- 
fessional men and professional journals, and 
have nothing to do with irregulars in any 
shape. Their literature is of very little value, 
and their opinions of little worth. They court 
notice of any kind'from regular physicians and 
the regular press, and make the most of it. 


Errata. 

Several important typhographical errors 
occurred in Dr. Willard’s “ Hospital Reports,” 
last week, owing to the failure in the delivery 
of proof. On page 145, lst paragraph, 5th line, 
for “‘gummus” read grumous. Same page, 
under “I,” 5th line, for “man” read mass. 
Next paragraph, 2d line, for “ Lyne” read 
Lyme. Under “3,” 4th line, for ** Braselor”’ 
read Brasdor. Page 146, 8th line, for ‘“‘ Gual- 
tams” read Guattani’s. Also 2d paragraph, 
10th line, for ** Vausetti” read Vansetti ; 14th 
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line, for “ McGaigue”’ read Malgaigne. Abo, 
2d column, 2d line, for “ Pravarz”’ read Prapas, 


Soup Tablets. 

The Chemical News gives us from the Ger. 
man Manuals of Pharmacy the following re. 
ceipt, by Reinsch, for making the soup tablets 
so much in use in the German army 
the late war. The formula is as follows: 
Take eleven parts by weight of good suet, melt 
in an iron pan, and make it very hot, so as to 
become brown ; add, while keeping the fat 
stirred, eighteen parts of rye meal, and con. 


tinue heating and stirring so as to make the 


mass brown; add then four parts of dried salt 
and two parts of coarsely pulverized carraway 
seed. The mixture is then poured into tin 
pans somewhat like those used for making 
chocolate into cakes. The cakes have the 
appearance of chocolate, and are chiefly in- 
tended for the use of soldiers while in the 
field. A quantity of about one ounce of this 
preparation is sufficient to yield, when boiled 
with some water, a ration of good soup, and 
in case of need, the cakes being aggreeable to 
the taste, may be eaten raw. 


Swine’s Flesh. 

The unfounded idea of impurity attached to 
the meat of this animal goes back to remote 
antiquity. It is alluded to in Herodotus; and 
it was from Egypt that Moses learned the pre- 
cept of abstinence from it, notwithstanding 
the antagonism between the system whieh he 
established and that which prevailed on the 
banks of the Nile, or, in other words, with 
Egyptian idolatry, for the latter included the 
pig among the animals consecrated to Gel or 
Typhon, the antagonist of Osiris, and the 
most complete personification of the princi- 
ple of evil. ss 

It may be safely conceded that the animal 
from his creation was what he is now, fond of 
wallowing in filth, and hence would naturally 
arise the idea that his filthy habits would pro 
duce impure meat. 


A Slight Mistake. | 

The Claremont (N. H.) Eagle says the ma. 
who fell off the stage at Bradford, a few days 
since, and was reported dead, was only dead 
drunk. He was taken to a house near by,and 
was examined by physicians, who 
him dead, and all arrangements were made for 
the funeral, such as procuring the coffin, 
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ers, and numerous other requisites to make a 

e“wake.” The night wore on while 
weary attendants watched beside the body. 
About midnight a miracle was witnessed. 
The dead suddenly raised up and declared that 
hecould “whip every mither’s son of them.”’ 


Carbolate of Lime in Whooping Cough. 

Dr. E. M. Snow, of Providence, says in his 
last report, there is considerable whooping 
cough in the city, causing distressing and 
serious sickness. 

He has often recommended carbolate of 
lime as a remedy to relieve the spasmodic 
fits of coughing in this disease, and the evi- 
dence is abundant that it is of real value for 
this purpose. It is used by exposing it to the 
air in the rooms where the children live and 
sleep, so that the odor will be plainly percep- 
tible at all times. 


Fruit as a Diet. 

The Registar of Providence, R. I., again 
calls attention to a popular error about fruit. 

eferring to the deaths in July, he says: 

These facts show conclusively that the pop- 
ular dread of fruit as a cause of disease and 
death is entirely without foundation. Fruit 
has been more plenty than usual this season, 
and half-rotten fruit has been especially abun- 
dant, but the records show that in the month 
of July it was not the cause of a single death 
in this city. Nearly all the mortality from 
summer complaints is among children too 
young to eat fruit and vegetables. 

The impure air that is breathed is a far 
more potent cause of sickness than the food 
that is eaten. 


Sassafras Oil. 

The manufacture of sassafrass oil has been 
conducted for the past two years in Richmond, 
Va.,on an extensive scale. The oil manu- 
factured amounts to two per cent. of the stock 
used, 800 pounds of unrectified oil being made 
from 40,000 pounds of the root. This quan- 
tity is further reduced by rectification and 
cleansing from sediment and impurity. A gal- 
lon of the fine oil weighs 10 pounds, and about 
40gallons are producedevery week. The root 
is first cut up fine by a chopping machine, and 
the raw materials are placed in a large tub, 
Which is closed, and steam is then forced 
through the mass. The oil is then distilled 
by the ordinary process. It is largely used 
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for scenting toilet soap and for flavoring to- 
bacco. 


Workrooms. 

The English journals report the arrest of a 
fashionable dressmaker and milliner of New 
Bond street, London, for overcrowding her 
workwomen in asmall apartment. The medical 
inspector testified that on one occasion eigh- 
teen persons were crowded into a front work- 
room containing 2016 cubic feet of air, so that 
only 112 cubic feet were allowed to each female. 
On a subsequent visit seventeen persons were 
found in the apartment, thus allowing about 
1184 cubic feet to each workwoman. In the 
back workroom the hands were also crowded 
into entirely too small a space. 


Tungstic Glue. 

Tungstic glue bids fair to be an acceptable 
substitute for hard Indian rubber, now so 
high in price. It is prepared by mixing a 
thick solution of glue with tungstate of soda, 
and hydro-choloric acid, by means of which a 
compound of tungstic acid and glue is precip- 
itated, which at a temperature of 86 to 140 
Fahrenheit, is sufficiently elastic to admit of 
being drawn out into very thin sheets. On 
cooling, this mass becomes solid and brittle, 
and on being heated is again soft and plastic. 
This new compound, it is said, can be used for 
all the purposes to which hard rubber is 
adapted, and may prove to have valuable sur- 
gical applications. 


Vaccination in London, 

From the statistics for the year ending 
November Ist, 1870, it appears that there 
were 112,250 births registered in London 
during that period. Of these children 41,444 
were operated upon by the public vaccinators, 
or 36,088 under one year of age, and 5,336 above 
one year. The number successfully vaccinated 
was 40,842, leaving 602 failures, or rather less 
than 14 per cent. For vaccination purposes 
London is divided into five districts, with an 
aggregate of 134 vaccinators. 


Hoomatosine. 

Heematosine is prepared as follows: Clotted 
blood is kneaded into a paste with the solu- 
tion of some harmless coagulating salt, and 
is then subjected to a strong pressure. The 
cake thus obtained is taken out of the press, 
broken into crumbs, and digested with 97 parts 
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alcohol and three parts of some acid. The 
hematosine dissolves in the liquid which be- 
comes strongly colored, and the “ globuline”’ 
settles at the bottom of the vessel. The solu- 
tion is poured off from the precepitate, and 
on being neutralized deposits a quantity of 
reddish flakes which are raw hcmatosine. 
This is purified by successive washings on a 
filter with water, alcoho! and ether, and is 
afterward dried and reduced to a powder of 
a brown hue and mettallic appearance, but 
with neither taste nor smell. Hcematosine is 
insoluble in water and alcohol, but can be 
dissolved in ether, all the essential oils and 
fatty bodies. After calcination, a residuum 
of protoxide of iron is obtained. According 
to many physiologists this is the form in which 
iron is contained in the blood, although Ger- 
man chemists think it exists there in its nat- 
ural state. Hceematosine, however, is admin- 
istered in the shape of pills and lozenges in 
cases where iron is recommended, it being 
more easily absorbed by the stomach in con- 
junction with food. 
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Correspondence. 
DOMESTIC, 


Successful Treatment of a Severe Burn. 
Eps. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER : 

On the night of March 29, 1871, I was called 
in haste to seea ped on who, the messen- 
ger said, was “about ded to death” from 

into a tub of hot water. The patient’s 
home being some six or seven miles from m 
oflice, I did not see her until’ about three 
hours after the accident took place—and be- 
fore my arrival a man, living in the vicinity, 
and calling himself a ‘‘doctor,”’ had been there, 
and had the arm and hand dressed with cloths 
smeared with a preparation of olive oil and 
wheat flour rubbed together. On ing 
my patient I found almost the entire posterior 
surface of the body completely denuded of 
skin. Superiorly, it commenced at about the 
fourth cervical vertebra, and, extending down- 
ward, covered the sacrum and nates, and later- 
ally well around the sides and to the points 
of the shoulders. On the left side, over the 
region of the ninth, tenth and eleventh ribs 
not only the skin, but also the flesh itself had 
og away, well nigh laying bare the ribs. 
The left arm, forearm, hand and fingers were 
also scalded. These had been “done up,”’ as 
before stated. My patient lay moaning in a 
half stupefied state, but, as soon as she was 
approached, would begin to scream with all 
the power at her command. Some months 


since I saw recommended in your excellent 
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journal a eo an ointment for bun, 
and scalds, w struck me as being “ 
the thing,” and I resolved to try it on 
case that presented itself. I do not nowr 
member to whom to give the credit for it, bu 
here it is: . 
RK. Beeswax melted and strained, f%j. — 
Flaxseed or sweet oil, fSij. 
Tannic aci 3). 
Mix as follows: Put in a clean tin vessel anj 
melt the wax; add the oil and stir till they 
are thoroughly incorporated with each 
then set off the stove and continue to stir a 
short intervals till cold; add the tannin 
mediately after setting off; add six or 
drops of fluid carbolic acid to the ounce, 

I made the ointment according to thefer. 
mula, and, spreading it on strips of old cloth, 
completely cored oe a ed curiae 
c em by a roller e, loosely. 
plied from neck to hi Tihs applicatin 
seemed to be particularly grateful to my little 
patient. She had complained of c 
and had vomited some before my arrival, 
Left some powders of morphise sulp. to control 


restlessness and —- 
March 3lst—Found my patient somewhat 
restless, and quite Sevetioh--comaianial much 
of her arm. She was so much alarmed at 
every attempt we made to examine her that 
we put a few drops of chloroform on a hand. 
kerchief, and applied to her nose, and while 
in a semi-unconscions state removed the old 
dressings, carefully cleansed the parts and 
applied new. I would recommend the mode 
of administering anzesthetics in all minor 
operations in surgery, as well. It is not 
necessary that the full anssthetic effect be 
roduced to bring about insensibility to pain. 
found the back bathed in a health 
and fine granulations already 
themselves. The arm was somewhat dry, 
hot and swollen. The strips spread 
the ointment came away readily, while the 
flour and oil adhered with great tenacity. 
From this time onward the case programs! 
rapidly on to a complete cure. After the first 
few days, passive motion was made dailys 
the elbow, wrist and fingers, to prevent com 
etpeil 94 sede my leat visits Saal 
—I made m visit ; 
the ‘saiine surface conned with @ eal 
new skin, with the exception of one # 
Alig op “diy. ‘The case is “invereating i 
up rapidly. e case 
me for The reasons, Ist, that no untowat 


denuding of 80 
a surface ; and, 2d, the rapidity with 
the new skin was formed, aided BO 
doubt, by good food, ae with the mark 
edly soothing and healing properties of the 
ointment, and absolute cleanliness; w 
ter, in such cases particlarly, I re as 
first importance. If the above notes 
this case merit a place in your valua 
nal, please insert, and ob. 
ours, &c. F. J. Baxer, M.D. 
ANDovER, N.Y., July 3, 1871. 
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Treatment of Skin Affections. 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER : 


Having noticed an article asking for a cure 
ad others proposing one for the poison o 
ison oak, I thought an 
ope where poison oak 
jgas common as dicines, ht assist 
gme one to relieve his patient quicker than 
he otherwise would. By acciden: I chanced 
upon acure, in one case at least, that I feel 
suficiently satisfied of its efficacy to try in the 
next that applies for treatment. D the 
r I was called upon to prescribe fora 
suffering from porrigo favosa (wood). 


for a year. The mts, after exhausting 
their store of know ame, anne upon a phy- 
sian, who exhausted his in like manner, a 
thing very easy done, however, as he is nota 
a ee with the same unsatis- 
t. The mother became pregnant 
the time, and the offensiveness of the 
t’s head was so intolerable as to cause 
serious annoyance. I was called upon to 
ibe for the fetor, the parents supposing 
all curative measures had been tried. 
Full one-half the surface of the child’s head 
was a solid scab, or ap ntly exuded matter 
that had dried and formed a crust. Mac 
tickening stench. Hair go mene matte 
together. Prescribed the following, not en- 
tirely original, however: 
R. Carbolic.acid, crys., 
Sulphate sode, aa Dj. 
Sulphur sublim., 
Adipis. 


iP’ * 
8—Apply twice a day after washing with soap 
and water. 


The result was that in about two weeks the 

child’s head was well. The disease 
returned but was cured as speedily as before. 
Bat I have not spoken on the — 
subject, I see, but gave the above for what it 
isworth. A girl, et. four years, of the same 
pa Nabe subject to the influence of poison 
stages, plana gustan, cts, tous uesioues, 
,» plumbi acetas, oils, patent nostrums 
= but vthis ee ve more relief 
anythin Dees e peegress ty) 
treatment with the small child the little girl 
became poisoned. The mother applied the 
tbove ointment with the happiest effect. 
Five months afterward she became poisoned 
iain, and I was applied to for the same pre- 

xtiption. I pr d: 
R. Acid carbolic, 
Sod sulph., aa. Dj. 
Adipis., ; 

Sig—Apply two or three times a day. 
Result as before ; relief obtained after one 
ot two days’ application. I have used the 
‘ame prescription for foul ulcers, cuts that 


Weteslow to heal, etc.,and have not found 
reason to lay it aside for a better. 


e le ’ ° D. 
Buena Vista, Oregon, Aug. 1, 1871. 





Consanguine Marriages. 
Eps. MEp. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 

Without wishinz to occupy much space in 
your eminently practi journal, please 
allow me to say I wish more accurate and full 
statistics could be placed before the — 
Ls age a subject treated in a clinical lecture by 

- Soel Wells, reported in the Lafcet,. 
and — the REPORTER July 15, 1871 

woth hana Me WwW ils hae gi of 
ty. We ven a minute 

and interes account or description of his 
two cases, and seems to it as fully 

settled that the defective vision in these cases 

was a result of the marriage of first cousins. 

Now, Messrs. Editors, while I do not advo- 
cate or think favorably of consan e 
marriages, I do not suppose all the evils at- 
tributed are due to ach cause. 

The lecture above referred to brought to 
mind a a family of ten children, re- 
siding a few miles from this city, five of 
whom were, or had eyes, very like, and I 
think quite as bad, as the cases of Mr. Wells, 
and the parents were in no known degree re- 
lated before marriage. 

In another family in this vicinity there are 
seven children, four of whom are idiotic, and 
it cannot be said that this is a result of con- 
sanguine marriage. L. G. HILu. 
Dover, N. H., August 8, 1871. 
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News AND MIscELLANY. 


The New York Drug Law. 


The examination of druggists in New York 
has pee sey we a pong en ar among a 
possessing diplomas from the regular schoo 
of pharmacy, who protest against being 
obliged to y a fee of thirty dollars for reéx- 
amination before the board created by the act 
of the Legislature. The Commissioners, how- 
ever, in reply to this protest, have issued a 
circular sta g that the possession of such di- 
plomas will receive the highest respect and 
consideration, but arguing that the plan adopt- 
ed by the Legislature is calculated to P iy 
mote the respectability of the pharmaceutical 
profession, and to exclude the ignorant and 
uneducated from itsranks. The d of Ex- 
aminers, therefore, solicits the co-operation 
of all intelligent ists and the support of 
all regular schools of pharmacy, to which it 
claims to be an aid and an —s The fee, 
which is to be paid but once, it is stated, was 
fixed at the published 8, in the belief 
that the c e of a smaller sum would detract 
from the dignity and consequent value of the 
certificates to be o gented by the Board. The 
Commissioners e regular druggists 
to remember that restrictive laws, while caus- 
ing inconvenience to individuals, are essen- 

ly intended to provide for the welfare of 
the community. 
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Surgical Homicide. 


A London paper relates the case of a cer- 
tain Talbot, wounded bya Fenian. It illus- 
trates the necessity of caution in such in- 
siances. It appears that the bullet entered 
in at the base of the skull. 

The attendant surgeons made an attempt 
to recover it, first probing with a porcelain 
prmme to ascertain the whereabouts of the 

allet. In doing so the surgeon severed the 
occipital artery by accident; the flow of blood 
was stopped by pressure, and the man seeme 
in a fair way to recover, so much so that he 
was able to sit up in bed and read the papers. 

On the next night the needle by which the 
| y= was applied was removed. Earl 
the following morning hemorrhage ensued, 
and in a quarter of an hour the patient lost a 
pint of blood. The wound was closed as 
speedily as possible, but too late; anzemic con- 
vulsions set in and he died after four hours’ 
suffering. 

Now the importance of this matter is, ac- 
cording to the law of England, attempt at mur- 
der is not a capital crime, and if the accused 
be put on his trial, it will be a valid defense 
to prove that the bullet was not the cause of 
death. Ifthe bullet made the surgical treat- 
ment, which Talbot underwent,a matter of 
necessity to avert death, then that same sur- 
gical treatment, though itself induced death 
could not be held to exonerate the accuse 
from the charge of murder. 

But, if the surgical treatment was not ne- 
cessary—if its object was merely to relieve the 

atient from the presence of a foreign body 
ged in his skull and which was not danger- 
ous to life—then it seems clear that whatever 
was the moral character of the attempt on 
T'albot’s life, its legal character is not that 
of murder. Such is the opinion in medical 
circles here and in Dublin. 


Statistics of the German War. 


The Central Bureau of Information in Ber- 
lin has published a report of its operations, 
from which it appears that the institution 
during 12 months had obtained authentic in- 
formation of 633,000 sick and wounded sol- 
diers, of whom 78,000 belonged to the French, 
and the remaining 555,000 to the German 
army. Of the latter, 46,000 belonged to South 
‘Germany, so that 500,000 cases may be aliot- 
ted to the North German army. It is argued 
dthat these figures do not comprise all the 
«cases of sickness, and that miking an allow- 
ance of 100,000 for the wounded, the number 
of unwounded sick can be placed at half a 
million persons. 


Dr. Sayre’s Views on Hip-Joint Diseases. 


Dr. SAYRES, during his visit to London, has 
delivered a lecture on the treatment of hip- 
joint disease, at the University College Hos- 
@ital. Itisreported in the British Medical 





Journal, of July, 22, the editor of which adi. 
“The rapid and excellent results obtaing 
by his light and effective e the 
remarkable series of photographs w. 
has shown of patients having perfect 

at the newly-formed hip-joint, after the gup. 
periostal exsection of the head of the femu 
and parts of the acetabulum, and the extremely 
ingenious application of this vertebrated pro, 
for the discovery of dead bone at the bott, 
of sinuous sinuses, have arrested attention. 


d | and he has been afforded the opportunity, 


demonstration at St. Bartholomew 
Thomas’s, the Middlesex, and other h 
We furnish in another column a fall report, 
one of these demonstrations, with illus 
which will make the text clear. While losip 
the warmth and earnestness of manner of 
lecturer, and something of the peculiar 
ness of diction, this lecture will still be found 
highly instructive and yaluable. rs 
is the secoud time that an Americn 
surgeon visiting this country has bro 
the cognizance of the profession here ¥ 
claims to be a distinct improvement in c 
er ope We are happy to afford the hom. 
ty of our columns to such contributions; 
and we hope that in the future they mayle 
more frequent. npr pay J which tends to 
give to scientific work a truly cosmo 
character, must be hailed with sati 
The excellent work which is being done by or 
American brethren in medical and 
ype is too little known in this county, 
he short visit of Dr. Sayre has, we believe, 
been gratifying to himself and welcome # 
the profession here. He has been warmlyre 
ceived by the most eminent surgeons, 
vivid enthusiasm and natural force of char 
acter have produced a very favorable im 
pression. 


* 


The Pennsylvania Hospital Clinics. 

The last report of this hospital, just issued, 
contains the following concerning its clinics: 

“In obedience to the instructions of th 
contributors at their last annual m 
arrangements were made with the Me 
Staff to devise a plan for teaching female st 
dents of medicine, in accordance with 
lectures have been delivered to the 
of the Women’s Medical College, in te 
months of October, November, December, 
1870, and January, February, March, 181, 
me the wards of the hospital. 

‘Mixed lectures have been entirely a’ 

“The physicians report that these clini 
have much increased their labors. 
ing the time appropriated to patients, all 
have called to our attention the fact 
whilst in the session of 1860-70, 500 st 
(42 of whom were women) attended the 
pital clinics, in the session just closed bub2 
students (including 32 women) have 
the course. 

‘Tf thecontributors have instructions 
for the future government of the h in 
this respect, the managers will comply thet 
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with ; but if not, they will conceive that the 
yhole matter of lectures to females is left to 


Inthe pnt De. Breck, —_ toa ee 
ortwo ago, for damages to the person in a 
nilroad collision, the judge that the 
my “ were » consider, wis ver Song eo 
if damages for a es, e 
for the period of his life thus far spent ; to take 
him as he had s with all his accomplish- 
ments, professional, intellectual and other. 
md to say what diminution the injury has 

d in them, and to give com- 
eo therefor in dollars and cents.” 
plaintiff was a physician in large practice 


qe man’s injuries are worth more than those 
of another. 


Dr, Sayre in London. 


After the annual election of members of the 
Council of the — College of Surgeons on 
july 12th, the Fellows, to the number of 
about — dined 

unde 


2 ; the i- 
rector-General of the Naval Medical Depart- 
nent; the Presidents of the Medical Council 
(Dr. Paget), of the Royal Colleges of 9 
cians and Surgeons, (Dr. Burrows and Sir Wil- 
lam Fergusson, Bart.); Dr. Dalrymple, M. P.; 
Dr. Sayre, of New York ; ete. 

Among other toasts offered was that of 
‘The Representative Institutionsof America.”’ 
Dr. SAYRE responded in the following 
ms: I am so overwhelmed with the ap- 

plause with which you have been kind enoug 
receive the sentiment in honor of my coun- 
ty, that I feel totally inadequate to express 
a & proper sense of my gratitude 
for the honor conferred, not upon me, but 
my native land. I mostsincerely regret 
some one more competent than myself is 
dot nt to respond in fitting la to 
the high compliment which you have been 
to pass upon American surgery. My 

hed friend, Sir William oo 
bas just alluded to the “go ahead’? princi 
ted by American surgeons, and to 


z 


how existing among the profession in 


d to unite the two branches of the pro- 
femion, which at the present time are so dis- 
Itismy impression, that one of th 1 

my im on one of the e 
aint cee P 


or the rapid strides in our profession 
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in America is the fact that we have al 

had the ceremony performed, an 
are thus living in a nominal professional con- 
dition, which necessarily keeps us in a healthy, 
active, and vigerous vitality. Celibacy, even 
in the church—inasmuch as it is in violation 
of the laws of nature—is necessarily injuri- 
ous to the physical condition of man; so in 
our profession, things which naturally assimi- 
late ther, and to be perfect must be united, 
should never be se by conventional 
rules. It is im ble for a man to be a 
thorougly q ed surgeon, unless he be also 
a competent physician. Neither can a man 
be a properly qualified physician, unless he 
be also a competent judge of the proper time 
when to call in the aid of the acting surgeon. 
As far as my observation goes, the difference 
between English, French, and German medi- 
cine and surgery is this. ; 

We goto France to learn the alphabet of our 
profession, correctness of osis, to be able 
to give the name, nature, and exact locality of 
any given disease; and if, when death takes 
place, the post mortem examination reveals the 
correctness of the diagnosis, the Frenchman is 
content. Wego to Germany to learn the ex- 
act pathological changes that have occurred 
during disease, and through it. Months, and 
even years, of the most laborious scientific re- 
search have been spent in the minutest inves- 
tigation by the pe prey 7 and by chemical 
tests and analyses of the different structures of 
the human ly, to ascertain the various 
changes that have been produced in their 
composition by different diseases. And both 


- | of these great nations have contributed much 


to the advancement of our profession. But we 
have come to the plain practical sense of old 
John Bull, for the application of the best 
means of preventing suffering, and relieving 
man from the various ills to which human 
flesh is heir. [Cheers.] 


A Trance Girl. 


The following sensational item appears 
ina Pittsburg paper: Miss Emeline Taylor, 
the trance girl, has come back to earth again, 
after remaining twenty-one days in a trance, 
eating nothing, and got up as hale and hearty, 

and hing, as if nothing had oc- 
curred. It is certainly @ very strange case, 
and seems to baffle the minds of all that have 
taken an interest in her case. Thirteen emi- 
nent physicians visited her, as well as a num- 
ber of the cl , and none of them have 
advanced an idea as to the cause of her 
strange situation. 


Barbarous Treatmentof the Insane. 


The treatment of the insane in Michigan is 
said to be barbarous in the extreme. A Bar- 
ry county paper says that a resident of that 
county, while visiting the town of Wayne, be- 

suspected of insanity, was taken from his 
bed at night and conveyed to the Wayne 
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County Insane Asylum, where he was chained 
down to the floor of a cell which was entirely 
destitute of furniture, where he was kept for 
four weeks, and often brutally flogged by his 
keepers. He omy made his escape, and it 
is claimed by his friends that he was never 
otherwise than perfectly sane. The Detroit 
Post says that ost within earshot of the 
citizens of Detroit the crazy inmutes of Wayne 
County Asylum are the victims of shocki 
inhumanity from the officials in charge o 
them, who know nothing whatever in regard 
to the proper treatment of insane persons. 


-——PROF. Dr. D. Frs. WEBER, prosector 
at the Anatomical Institute in Leipzig, died 
recently in his 65th year. 


-— The Indianapolis News says: For the 
past two or three weeks an average per day 
of forty or persons, having the whooping 
— visit the purifying room of the gas 
works. A cure is effected by the person 
coraing five or six times and staying ten or 
fifteen minutes each time. Relief is felt usu- 
ally within a day. 


-—Now that the army has been reduced to 
30,000 men, the Government can get more re- 
cruits than are needed; therefore, the stand- 
ard of height has been raised to five feet six 
inches, one inch more than heretofore. 


-——An experienced dark nurse says: “It 
isn’t much trouble to take care o’ sick pussens ; 
most on ’em don’t want anything, and if they 
do, they don’t get it.” 


-——A portrait of Dr. JENNER adorns the 
walls of the National Gallery. A woman, 
pointing to it,said to her girls: ‘‘ There’s 
the man that’s making such a lot of children 
suffer now from vaccination.”’ 


-—tThe compiler of Thomas Jefferson’s 
private life relates of the great physical 
strength of Jefferson, that standing between 
two hogsheads of sugar, lying on their sides, 
he could at the same time raise both upon 
their heads. 


-—Dr. G. W. BRECK, of Springfield, Mass., 
got a verdict nst the Connecticut River 

ilroad for $10,000 damages, for injuries re- 
ceived by acollision at Northampton, in June, 
1870. He claimed $40,000. 


-——The Medical Society of Burlington 
county has erected a marble monument at 
Mount Holly in memory of the late Dr. I. P. 
COLEMAN. 


-——The late ProFressor Kuss, of Strasburg. 
A subscription has been commenced at Lyons 
with a view of raising a monument to the 
memory of Prof. Kuss, one of the most emi- 
nent professors of the Medical Faculty of 
Strasburg, who died at Bordeaux whilst at- 
tending the meetings of the National Assem- 
bly, of which he had been elected a member. 


-——The Imperial Government as well as 





the local authorities have adopted most strin. 


¢ measures for preventing thes reading 
fhe cholers. Twenty-thres fh : ; 


a oe aa A. Wb x? forty 
years a p of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., was 
found Sead inhi bed, on August the tenth. 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 
The Meguetic Spring. 


3 furnish 
tones Peis ** mag. 
and sy 
, they wou d be beneficial: i 
acute and sub-acute cases the reverse. A good obstetric 
short forceps costs $16.00. 


Cundurango. 


Dr. J. T. P., of Ils —We have no cundurango. About 
500 pounds is expected this month in N. Y. from Caraccas. 
Apply to the Commissioner of culture, My: 

e understand it is consigned to him we doubt its 


Bichat—Servetus. 

D+. F. R., of Ind.—1. The famous anatomist, Bichat, 
died at the age of thirty-two, from a typhoid fever—ané, 
it is also said, from excessive devotion to pleasure as well 
asstudy. 2. The claims of Servetus to the disco of 
= circulation of the blood do not bear serious in - 

on. 





Identity of Scrofula and Syphilis. 

Dr. M. C.,of W. Va.—We know of no special treatix 
on the subject. It is touched upon in many different 
works. 

Churchill’s Tinct. Iodine. 

A correspondent wishes the original formula of this 
preparation. . 

To Remove Warts. 


Dr. A. J. O., of Ts.—If you touch lightly the small warts 
every day or two with chromic acid, they will soon disap- 
pear. A 


ys 
> 





MARRIED. 


AsHTON—NIEMANN—On the 3d inst., by the Rer. 
George Bringhurst, A. H. Asliton, M to Emma (., 
daughter of the late C. Henry Ni 

Epeten—CarroLtt—At Fort Smith, Ark., on July 
20th, 1871, at church of Immaculate Concep the 
Rev. Father L. Smyth, J. E. Edelen, M. D., son of Dr. J. 
B. Edelen, late C. 8. A., to Miss Mattie third 
daughter of the late Col. Carroll, C. 8. A., of Franklin 
county. 

KinezrRLy—Davis—At the Pickaway House, in Circle 
ville, on the 19th inst., by the Rev. Thomas Hill, Dr 
James M. Kingerly and Mrs. Jennie O. Davis, ot 
Genoa, Pickaway county. 


DIED. 


Brissy —On Wednesday, August 2, at the Van Cortlanét 
Maprsion, Yonkers, Augusta, wife of Edward N. Bibby, 
M. D., in the 78th year of her age. 

GuTHEIEZ—On Tuesday afternoon, August 8, 1871, at) 
o'clock, at Shadyside, Pa., Mary H., wifeof A. M. Guthrie, 
ani daaghter of Dr. C. G. Hussey. 

Heyprick—At his late residence, near Milford, Obis, 
Thursday evening, August 3, 1871, Dr. L. A. Hendrick, 
sr., in the 77th year of his age. 

JULER—On Sun 7 morning. July 16th, at 11 Norland 
Square, Bayswater, London, in the midst of her friené, 
Caroline, the wife of Dr. Juler, of Covington, Kentacly: 
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